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EDITORIAL 


Don’t Scream—Pray 


At this writing it would seem that the one thing 
Christians should do is PRAY. 


There are millions of people who feel the invita- 
tion to Mr. Khrushchev to have been a grave mistake. 
In fact it could prove to be the crowning event in 
the folly which has characterized America’s dealings 
with Soviet Russia since 1932. 


But if this is a mistake it is still possible for God 
to over-rule it for His own glory and for the good 
of our nation. Such an outcome can be the result 
if Christians pray that God’s holy will shall be done. 


In the satellite and captive nations of the world, 
America is still regarded as the one hope of freedom. 
Should the exchange visits of Khrushchev and our 
President cause these peoples to feel that America 
is now prepared to do business with Russia on a 
basis of mutual trust and respect incalculable harm 
will be done. 


If these visits lull us into a relaxed feeling of 
mutual good-will it will be disastrous, for Communism 
has but one plan — ultimate world dominance — 
and while we relax and lower our guard they will 
inexorably continue their work of subversion, infil- 
tration and expansion. 


We have placed in Mr. Khrushchev’s hands a tre- 
mendous propaganda weapon. We are receiving as a 
guest an arch criminal who shows no signs of re- 
pentance. His stature in the world of international 
gangsters. will be tremendously increased. 


The die apparently is cast. The portents of disaster 
are for all to see. The over-ruling power of God 
who hears and answers prayer is above and beyond all 
of the mistakes of man. For that reason this is a 
time to pray — not to scream. 


—L. N. B. 





Encouraging! 


The passage of a reasonably strong bill to control 
labor racketeering is a matter for real encouragement. 
That this came as the result of very strong pressure 
on the members of both the House and the Senate 


is another illustration of the power of public opinion 
on legislation. 


The majority of the members of Congress were 
very slow to sense the rising tide of both resentment 
and fear in America — a resentment at the arrogance 
of entrenched hoodlums and fear at the consequences 
of such men being in places of such power. 


Apparently no way has yet been devised whereby 
men like Hoffa can be ejected from office in the 
labor movement. This must take place from within 
the unions involved and it is to be hoped that the 
rank and file in the movement may assume the re- 
sponsibility necessary to really clean house. 


In the mean time it is the duty of Christian citizens 
to work and pray for the election of men in every 
phase of American life who have ideals and the 
courage to stand for those ideals regardless of all 
else. 

—L. N. B. 





“Inventing New Doctrines” 


If we once cut loose the anchor of faith in the com- 
plete trustworthiness and authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures we start an aimless drifting to and fro which 
takes peace from our hearts, and power from our 
witness to others. 


In I Timothy, Paul warns his spiritual son against 
those who are constantly “inventing new doctrines” 
(Phillips). He goes on to say: “Some seem to have 
forgotten this and to have lost themselves in endless 
words . . . they fail to realize the meaning of their 
own words, still less the subject they are so dogmatic 
about the Law is against any and every 
action which contradicts the wholesome teaching of 
the glorious Gospel.” 


After reading some of the deliverances of some 
of the world’s best known theologians and scholars 
today one wonders what has become of the simplicity 
of the Gospel message? Behind so much that is writ- 
ten is a denial of truths which are basic to the Chris- 
tian faith — truths which have to do with the Person 
and Work of Christ. 


We recently heard one of our finest ministers re- 
mark: “I wish I had not read that book!” He was 
expressing a thought often unspoken by others. How 
often we find basic truths challenged through a maze 
of words, words, words! 
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There are so many worth while books today. Some 
were written by scholars years ago; others are just off 
the press. Along with them are so many other books 
which tear down faith rather than bolster it. It is a 


EDITOR’S NOTE: 


“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this Word, it is because there is no 
light in them” (Isaiah 8:20). The Prophet Isaiah was 
indicting his countrymen who, instead of turning 
to God’s revelation, were resorting to mediums and 
necromancers. In every age rival voices offer them- 
selves as substitutes for the Word of God. 


HOW THE CONFESSION WAS PRODUCED 


It was so in 1643. Charles I of England and the 
Long Parliament were locked in combat. While 
their armies battled in the field, the warfare of ideas 
was raging as well. The Puritan insistence upon the 
sole authority of the Bible found expression in the 
Root and Branch Petition, signed by 15,000 citizens 
of London, asking that the hierarchy might be abol- 
ished “with all its dependencies, roots and branches”. 
In response Parliament called into being an as- 
sembly of “learned, godly, and judicious divines”, 
who with selected members of Commons and the 
House of Lords were to effect a thorough reform re- 
ligion. Essentially the Westminster Assembly was 
to address itself to three ends: 1. to state again the 
principles of the Reformation; 2. to state the Au- 
gustinian or Calvinistic faith; 3. to reform church 
government and bring it into harmony with the 
Scriptures. 


On July 1, 1643 the Westminster Assembly was 
convened. A. F. Mitchell offers a comparison with 










the heroic men of the Council of Nicaea: “Not a 
few of the assembly’s members had been honored to 
suffer on account of the truths to which they clung, 
and many of them had the courage afterward to brave 
suffering, ignominy, and penury rather than renounce 
their creed and their views of church polity and dis- 
cipline. Nay, they may be said, by the very act of 
meeting, to have put their livings, if not their lives, 
in jeojardy.” And so they gave the strongest possible 
proof of their deep sense of the necessity of the work 
to which, “notwithstanding the prohibition of the 
king, and his mutterings of treason, they addressed 
themselves during these troubled years”. 


It was the design of Parliament to make the as- 
sembly widely representative. Three or four were 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted to the statement, defense, and propagat 





time for the exercise of true Christian discrimination. 
It is also a time for rejecting those who are forever 
“inventing new doctrines”. 


—L. N. B. 


The Present Relevanee of 
Our Confession of Faith 


By Robert Strong, S.T.D., Montgomery, Ala. 


This is an address given before the annual meeting of the supporters of the JOUR- 
NAL. There was an immediate request for reprints and these are being made and may be secured from the of- 
fice of the JOURNAL at $1.00 per dozen or $6.00 per hundred postpaid. 


bishops. Two members were to come from each 
county in England. The French, Dutch, and Irish 
Protestants were thought of, and Scotland was asked 
to send several commissioners. The universities were 
included in the invitation to provide participants. 
Great preachers, great theologians, great scholars were 
there in numbers. England’s Twisse, Reynolds, Cal- 
amy, Lightfoot, Coleman, Seaman, Arrowsmith, Tuck- 
ney, Hoyle, Gouge, Manton, Goodwin; Scotland’s 
Henderson, Rutherford, Gillespie, Baillie, Argyll, and 
Maitland are among the most illustrious names of 
that period. Richard Baxter paid them deserved 
tribute when he said, “The Christian world since the 
days of the apostles had never a Synod of more ex- 
cellent divines”. Philip Schaff estimates the quality 
of the men of Westminster in saying: “Whether we 
look at the extent or ability of its labors, or its in- 
fluence upon future generations, (the Westminster 
Assembly) stands first among Protestant councils”. 


The deep piety of the members of the assembly 
is to be remarked. Days of fasting and prayer were 
many. 


With this sense of entire dependence upon God 
is to be joined the implicit confidence in Holy Scrip- 
ture that animated the assembly. It was required of 
each member that he swear the following oath: “I 
do seriously promise and vow in the presence of Al- 
mighty God, that in the Assembly, whereof I am a 
member, I will maintain nothing in point of doctrine 
but what I believe to be most agreeable to the Word 
of God”. 


The Assembly gave itself from 1644 to 1646 to the 
production of the Confession of Faith. This noble 
creedal expression of the whole counsel of God was 
adopted by Parliament. Thus for a few years the of- 
ficial theology of England was Calvinism in purest 
form, as also was its church government Presbyterian. 
With the restoration of the monarchy came the re- 
turn of prelacy and a certain modification of doc- 
trine. It is of abiding interest to us, however, that 
England was for a time at least a Presbyterian coun- 


try. 
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WHAT THE CONFESSION IS 


In the Confession of Faith the Westminster As- 
sembly gave to the Christian world the finest piece 
of intellectual work since the New Testament. The 
Confession is first and foremost Bible study. Here in 
a series of propositions, precisely chiseled, of strictest 
logic, the meaning perfectly plain, not a word wasted, 
the prose sonorous though never purple, the system 
of doctrine which the Scriptures contain is set down 
in carefully organized fashion. 


The Confession of Faith is our standard. This is 
what has rallied us. Ministers, elders, and deacons 
swear to uphold it; the people consent that this is 
the form of doctrine that is to be taught among us. 
Sometimes we hear it urged that the thought-forms 
of the 17th century are now outgrown. The Confes- 
sion is characterized as “static’. To such palpable 
efforts to seduce us from the faith of our fathers we 
turn a deaf ear: truth is not in an invidious sense static. 
The term that really fits the Confession is “dynamic”, 
for it is a mighty statement of the truth of God. 


The Confession of Faith is our tool. It is the great 
instrument we have been given for building up the 
Church in the faith. 


The Confession of Faith is our weapon. If this is 
to import the controversial, let it be so. True Chris- 
tianity has been obliged to be controversial. Our 
Lord Himself was a controversialist. So was Paul. 
So was Peter. So was John. Luther, Calvin, Knox 
were controversialists. We are not better than our 
fathers. If the faith is attacked, we must defend it. 
The Confession of Faith is a keen Damascus blade 
placed in our hand for the purpose. In a day when 
many contrary points of view ask to be accepted as 
exponents of God’s Word, the Confession of Faith 
cuts into and exposes their errors. 


THE CONFESSION’S RELEVANCE TO 
CHURCH ISSUES 


Let us consider several areas of modern discussion 
upon which the Confession may be brought effectively 
to bear. 


1. The doctrine of Scripture. Today we often 
hear of partial inspiration, doctrinal inspiration, pro- 
gressive inspiration; all of these terms in effect mean 
that the Bible contains the Word of God but is not in 
its entirety the Word of God. We meet the neo- 
orthodox notion that the Bible becomes the Word 
of God when the Holy Spirit makes vitally applicable 
to the reader or hearer some portion of Holy Writ. 
Such approaches to Scripture really make the mind 
of man the judge of the Word of God, and the door 
is opened to a boundless subjectivism. Comes to our 
aid the Confession with its complete faithfulness to 
the Bible’s own teaching about itself to tell us that 
the Old Testament and the New Testament were 
“immediately inspired by God” (I, 8) and to point 
out that a true Christian believes “to be true what- 
soever is revealed in the Word, for the authority of 
God Himself speaking therein” (XVI, 2). The full 
inspiration and the full truthfulness of the Bible, 
that is the Presbyterian position. 
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2. The doctrine of God’s eternal decrees. With 
some it is the fashion to accuse the Reformed faith 
of harshness because of standing for the doctrine of 
reprobation. The Confession of Faith takes seriously 
the teaching of Jesus, as in Matthew 11:25, 26, and 
declares: “The rest of mankind, God was pleased, 
according to the unsearchable counsel of His own 
will, whereby he extendeth or withholdeth mercy as 
He pleaseth, for the glory of His sovereign power 
over His creatures, to pass by, and to ordain them 
to dishonour and wrath for their sin, to the praise 
of His glorious justice” (III, 7). The Scripture has 
its hard sayings. The Confession sets us an honorable 
example in straightforwardly treating them. 


3. The doctrine of divorce. The recent General 
Assembly changed the Westminster standards on this 
subject. Few things in recent church history have 
grieved us more. A great teacher said a few years 
ago, “This is not a creed-making age”. The adoption 
of the substitute chapter with its indulgence in psy- 
chological, and therefore ephemeral terms, with its 
ambiguities of language, with its failure seriously to 
deal with our Lord’s own legislation on the subject 
of divorce gives us a striking illustration of the 
truism. We may derive a tiny measure of comfort 
from the fact that the most significant section 
(XXVI, 6) in the new chapter uses the verb of per- 
mission rather than of demand. The new chapter was 
protested by a number of us, and the Assembly’s 
Minutes record the voice of our consciences. Our 
church’s failure to realize in time what it seemed to 
be beginning to grasp at the very end of the amend- 
ing process should alert us to the danger of any 
further tampering with the Confession. 


4. The doctrine of the fall of man. An effect of the 
wide acceptance of the theory of evolution has been 
to remove for many our first parents from history 
and to assign them to myth. The fall becomes a 
symbol of every man’s experience when he deliberate- 
ly chooses wrong instead of right. The Confession, 
on the other hand, points us to the 5th chapter of 
Romans and makes us understand the tremendous 
importance of Adam as historical figure. Vital to 
the system of doctrine is the idea of representation. 
Adam represented us and brought us into ruin 
(VI, 3). Christ represented us and brought His peo- 
ple to salvation (VII, VIII). Let it be freely granted 
that man has been upon the earth much longer than 
6,000 years — the Bible leaves this question open. 
Let us not, however, be concessive to anthropologists 
who would suggest we distrust the Scripture on the 
subject of our race’s origin. The Confession cuts to 
the heart of the real issues that are involved. And 
we would recommend the reading of a recent work, 
Klotz’ Genes, Genesis, and Evolution, as an antidote 
to evolutionary thinking. 


5. The doctrine of judgment. The sentimentalist 


is still with us today. He will not brook the teaching 
of eternal punishment. Barth is his helper with the 
idea that Christ is God’s elect and all of humanity is 
in Christ and so sure to be saved at last. The Con- 
fession in Chapter XXXV is a sword but it will not 
cut the nerve of evangelism. Its final reminder to us 
is that the wicked and disobedient shall be punished; 
therefore we must bear to them warning and witness. 

















6. The doctrine of the intermediate state. We are 
encouraged to note the revival of interest in Biblical 
theology. At times the specialists in this field seem 
more to be advocating a type of philosophical the- 
ology. Their method is not exegesis and synthesis 
but presupposition and selection. J. A. T. Robinson 
is one of the most extreme examples of this kind of 
approach. Cullmann is far more reverent in his 
handling of Scripture, but he denies that the soul 
survives the death of the body and continues in 
conscious existence in another world. The Confes- 
sion is again faithful to the Bible in teaching that God 
created man with an “immortal soul” (IV, 2) and 
that at death “the souls of the righteous, being then 
made perfect in holiness, are received into the high- 
est heavens, where they behold the face of God in 
light and glory, waiting for the full redemption of 
their bodies” (XXXIV, 1). 


~ 


7. The doctrine of conscience. The notion is gain- 
ing currency in some quarters that the Presbyterian 
conscience is to be controlled by the decisions of 
presbytery and assembly. Dr. E. C. Blake, Stated 
Clerk of the U.P.,U.S.A. Church, comes dangerously 
close to asserting this. How right and wise the Con- 
fession is when it declares: “God alone is Lord of the 
conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines 
and commandments of men which are in anything 
contrary to His Word, or beside it in matters of 
faith or worship” (XXII, 2 Sound indeed is the 
observation that “all synods or councils since the 
apostles’ times, whether general or particular, may 
err, and many have erred; therefore they are not to 
be made the rule of faith or practice, but to be used 
as a help in both” (XXXIII, 3). Infallibility is not 
even to be claimed for the Westminster Assembly, 
though he who would take exception to it is well 
advised most carefully to consider his ground lest he 
fall under the accusation of temerity. 


8. The doctrine of church courts. In a day when 
church courts are being urged, as by Dr. Dahlberg, 
President of the National Council of Churches, to 
pronounce upon social, economic, and political ques- 
tions, we can well afford to listen to the Confession: 
“Synods and councils are to handle or conclude noth- 
ing but that which is ecclesiastical; and are not to 
intermeddle with civil affairs which concern the 
commonwealth unless by way of humble petition in 
cases extraordinary; or by way of advice for satisfac- 
tion of conscience, if they be thereunto required by 
the civil magistrate” (XXXIII, 4). 


9. The importance of doctrinal soundness. We 
deem it a plague of our times that so much doctrinal 
indifference prevails. A Presbyterian body is supposed 


up with the issue of creedal subscription. No man 
has to be a minister in a Presbyterian denomination. 
But if he is, let him be true to the doctrinal standard 
to which he is supposed from the heart to commit 
himself. These surely obvious considerations seem 
to carry no weight in some places. That is what ap- 
peared to be the case in the U.P.,U.S.A. Church last 
spring in the case of Dr. Theodore A. Gill. His elec- 
tion to be president of San Francisco Theological 
Seminary was protested in Los Angeles Presbytery by 
conservatives, but they were put off by the claim that 
the General Assembly would go thoroughly into the 
matter of Dr. Gill’s refusal to vow the doctrine of 
the Virgin Birth of Christ. In the Northern Church 
the General Assembly has to approve the elections of 
presidents and professors of the seminaries. Did the 
Assembly, then, maintain a testimony to the Confes- 
sion of Faith in its unequivocal statement of the Vir- 
gin Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ (VIII, 2)? Not at 
all. By an overwhelming vote (observers reported 
the minority strength at about 50) the Assembly 
brushed aside the issue of the doctrinal soundness of 
Dr. Gill and confirmed his election. Now the Con- 
fession of Faith in its origin and in its painstaking 
treatment of doctrinal subjects should make us un- 
derstand that to Presbyterians, doctrine is of supreme 
importance. Indifference to doctrine is a foe against 
which the Confession is like a sharp sword unsheathed. 


THE CONFESSION’S RELEVANCE TO 
SPIRITUAL LIFE 


The Confession of Faith is not relevant to the 
present ecclesiastical situation alone. It has relevance 
and therefore value to the congregation of believers. 
The Confession should be faithfully preached and 
taught to the people of God. C. H. Spurgeon had a 
word to say that ought to be heard in our day also: 
“Many of our Calvinistic preachers do not feed God’s 
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people. They believe in election, but they do not 
preach it. They think particular redemption true, but 
they look upon it in the chest of their creed, and 
never bring it out in their ministry. They hold final 
perseverance, but they persevere in keeping quiet 
about it. They think there is such a thing as effectual 
calling, but they do not think they are called effectual- 
ly to preach it. The great fault we find with many 
is, that they do not speak right out what they do be- 
lieve. You could not know if you heard them fifty 
times what were the doctrines of the Gospel, or what 
was their system of salvation. And hence God’s peo- 
ple get starved.” 
























































The Confession of Faith should be made the sub- 
ject of the private study of believers. They would 
be greatly strengthened. Here are new or revived be- 
lievers who want a suggestion for their own study of 
Scripture. What shall they read? We could not do 
better than to advise them to secure a copy of the 
Confession and read it, looking up the references and 
their contexts. 


Mr. Browning went back to the hospital for the 
treatment of a recurring condition. On his former 
trip to the institution he took magazines to while 
away the time. Now he had with him his Bible and 
the Confession of Faith. A period of spiritual growth 
had given him appetite for the best spiritual food. 


When David fled from Saul’s jealous anger, he 
came to Nob where the ark of God was housed. 
Ahimelech, the priest, fed him and his few men with 
consecrated bread. David needed also a weapon, for 
his departure had been in the greatest haste. To his 
request for arms Ahimelech replied that he had noth- 
ing to offer but the sword of Goliath, taken by David 
himself from the Philistine giant. The exclamation 
of David is a saying that we find easy to adapt: “There 
is none like that: give it me.” 


The Confession of Faith is a standard. The Con- 
fession of Faith is a tool. And the Confession of 
Faith is a sword. It is a very sword of the Lord. Let 
us take it, let us use it, let us learn to wield it well. 
There is none like that: give it me — for the Con- 
fession of Faith is a faithful summary of what the 
Bible teaches! 








THE STUDY OF OLD TESTAMENT 
THEOLOGY TODAY 


EDWARD J. YOUNG 


Dr. Young, Professor of Old Testament at West- 
minster Theological Seminary, takes bold issue 
with modern scholars who have dissected the 
Old Testament into nothingness. Here is a clear, 
authoritative affirmation of the Old Testament 
as Ged’s revelaton. With abundant references to 
the works of major American and European 
scholars, this is a supremely important book for 
ministers, students, all Christians. $2.00 


At your bookstore 
A Revell Publication 
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“She's an excellent Church Employee, 


BUT \ a 
She'll probably leave us” 


That’s a negative statement . . . but is the remark 
typical of your local church when you're discussing re- 
tirement income of your employees? 


It’s certainly practical that you would want to keep 
your capable, faithful fulltime workers. If you show 
consideration for their future will they not be more apt 
to stay with you regardless of their ages or cir- 
cumstances? (Particularly, today, when good employees 
are offered so many advantages in secular work) 





Any fulltime employee is eligible. — D.C.E., Secre- 
tary, Clerk, Sexton, etc. Employees share equally the 
dues payments with employers. Dues are reasonable, and 
in the long run they are savings considering that a 
church ordinarily feels a financial obligation for long- 
time employees without means. Some provision is also 
made for total and permanent disability. 


Write today and see how the— 


Employees’ Annuity Fund 


Helps build a Retirement Income for Fulltime 
Nonministerial Employees at smal] cost 


BOARD of ANNUITIES & RELIEF 


Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
341-C-Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
Chas. J. Currie, Ex. Sec. 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 4, 1959 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


“Ye Shall Be Witnesses Unto Me” 


Acts 1 
John 14:12-21 


Background Scripture: 


Devotional Reading: 


We begin a three months study of the Book of 
Acts. It is called The Acts of the Apostles, but there 
are two deacons included, and the apostles are Peter 
and Paul. It has been called “The Acts of the Holy 
Spirit” for we see plainly the work of the Holy Spirit 
as He is poured out at Pentecost and as He guides 
in all the development of the church. 


In many ways, as Dr. Morgan points out, it is 
the most important book in the New Testament. 
It is the bridge over which we cross from the Gospels 
to the Epistles. If it were not for this book we could 
not understand the balance of the New Testament. 
We come to letters written to different churches like 
the church at Rome or Corinth or Thessalonica. 
How did these churches originate? We find the an- 
swer in the Book of Acts which tells the story of 
Paul’s missionary journeys and the establishment of 
churches in all of Asia Minor. Who is this Paul 
who writes these letters? We get the answer in Acts 
where we learn of his conversion. In the book of 
Acts we have the only reliable information about 
the development of the Early Church. It gives us 
an insight into the church as it took on new life at 
Pentecost and spread out from Jerusalem to Rome. 
It tells of the persecution of the early Christians and 
gives us pictures of these people. 


As to the author of Acts, Luke, who also wrote the 
Gospel bearing his name, I gather the following facts 
from Halley’s Handbook of the Bible. Little is known 
of him. He is mentioned by name only three times 
in the New Testament. In Colossians 4:14 he is 
called the “beloved physician”, and is classed as a 
Gentile, 11. The other two places are Philemon 24 
and II Timothy 4:11. He is the only Gentile writer 
of the Bible. Eusebius says he was a native of Antioch. 
Ramsey, one of the greatest of modern Pauline schol- 
ars, thinks he was of Philippi. He was a man with 
culture and scientific education, a master of Hebraic 
and classical Greek. May have studied at the Uni- 
versity of Athens. He joined Paul at Troas, Acts 16: 
10 where he uses “we”. He remained at Philippi till 
Paul returned six or seven years later, Acts 16:20, for 
he uses “they” instead of “we”. He rejoined Paul, 20: 
6, and begins the use of “we” again, and was with 


him to the end. Being a physician, he wes especially - 


valuable to Paul, for the apostle was not a strong 


man physically as we know from his “thorn in the 
flesh”. 


It was probably written about A.D. 63 at the end 
of Paul’s two years imprisonmcnt in Rome, Acts 28: 
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30. It is thought by some that possibly one of the 
immediate uses for which Luke intended the book 
was to be read as a brief at Paul’s trial. 


The book is addressed, or dedicated, to Theophilus, 
who was probably a distinguished Roman citizen, pos- 
sibly of Greece. (He is called “most excellent” in 
Luke’s Gospel). Nothing is known of him, except 
that these two important books are dedicated to him. 
The “former treatise” is the Gospel of Luke. It is 
thought by some that he helped to bear the expense 
of publishing the book. 


“Of all that Jesus began both to do and teach”. 
The Gospels only record the beginning of Jesus’ 
work. He was to continue that work after He ascend- 
ed and after the Holy Spirit came. He promises His 
disciples in John 14:12, “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do 
shall he do also; and greater works than these shall 
he do: because I go unto my Father’. In reporting 
on their work they told “what the Lord had done 
with them”. Jesus kept on doing what He “began” 
to do. The Gospels only record what He said and 
did up to the time He ascended into heaven. We have 
a living Saviour Who has continued to work through 
the Spirit up to the present time. Some 12,000 souls 
rededicated their lives, or accepted Christ for the 
first time, in the Billy Graham Crusade in 
Charlotte. This is evidence that the Spirit is 
still working in the hearts of men. 


The resurrection of Jesus was most important and 
for forty days after His resurrection He showed Him- 
self to His disciples and spoke to them of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom. It was very necessary for 
them to be convinced as to the reality of His resur- 
rection, for many of them were going to be persecuted 
and even killed for preaching it. 


“Wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith 
He, ye have heard of me”. In the Upper Room dis- 
courses Jesus had told them that it was expedient 
for them that He go away, for the Comforter — the 
One called along side to help — the Holy Spirit was 
to take His place. The Holy Spirit would convict 
men of sin, and guide the disciples into all truth. 
We will see in the next chapter how wonderfully the 
Spirit worked. They were not to try it alone; but 
wait until the Spirit came. They that wait on the 
Lord shall renew their strength, etc., the prophet 
had said. A tremendous task was before them. They 


were not to venture forth on their mission until the 























Our gifts help to communicate our faith through 
our educational program, leading adults, youth, 
and children to know Christ ever more fully as 
Saviour and Lord. The curriculum of the Church 
provides the context for this educational ministry. 
Our Board of Christian Education is engaged . 
now in a thorough re-examination of curriculum oe . 
principles, methods, and materials. Our gifts will 

speed the day when the educational program of 

our Church will provide an even brighter witness 

to our faith. 





Our gifts help to proclaim the Good News from 
our pulpits. Each year many young men and 


women go forth into the Church to give their Z « 
lives in service as pastors, missionaries, and — 
DCE’s. Our gifts have helped many of these to ey 


prepare themselves to serve Christ. Last year 
nearly four hundred young persons received 
scholarship aid—loan-grants to be repaid in serv- 
ice to the Church. The Church cries out for more 
to serve. One church in every three is without a 
regular pastor. Our gifts will brighten our witness 
through years to come through the dedicated 
young people whom we help prepare for life- 
time, full-time Christian service. 


A WITNESSING FAIT 


These are two important ways—yet only two of 
many—in which our gifts make bright the wit- 
ness of our faith. In every synod, every presby- 
tery, indeed in every church, the effects of these 
things we do together increase our educational 
ministry in ways that leaven the whole life of 
the Church. Our Assembly has asked each Pres- 
byterian to give about one dollar a year to our 
program of Christian Education at Assembly 
level. Surely this is little enough to give to a 
work so central to our Christian witness. 


Participate, support Christian Bducation in your Churoh 


Rally Day 


September 27 1959 
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Holy Spirit came. They were to be baptized with 
the Spirit. Do we not venture forth sometimes be- 
fore we have the Spirit? If so, it is no wonder we fail. 


“Wilt thou at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” ‘The disciples had all along been hoping 
that Jesus, while on earth, would do this. Jesus and 
John wanted the two chief places in the kingdom. 
They now renew this same idea of a conquering King. 
Jesus tells them that it is not for them to know the 
times and seasons. They are not to try to set dates. 
They have a definite work to do and He tells them 
what their business is, and this brings us to the 
very heart of our lesson for today. Let me spend 
some time on verse 8. 


“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth”. 
There are two parts to this verse: (1) Ye shall receive 
power and (2) Ye shall be witnesses unto me. 


1. “Ye shall receive power”. The word “power” 
comes from the Greek word from which we get our 
word “dynamite”. Dynamite is a symbol of mighty 
power, the power to break in pieces. This was the 
sort of power which would be necessary in the work 
of spreading the Gospel. Hard and prejudiced and 
stubborn hearts would have to be broken in pieces. 
Stony hearts would have to be softened into hearts 
of flesh. We will see how this took place on the 
Day of Pentecost when Peter preached and the multi- 
tude was “pricked in their hearts”. In one of the 
services in Charlotte during the Billy Graham crusade 
as many as 1000 came forward. It was not the great 
preaching, but the power of the Holy Spirit that 
moved them. Why did the tears run down the 
cheeks of the miners as George Whitefield preached? 
He was an eloquent preacher, to be sure, but it was 
the Holy Spirit’s power that caused the softening of 
the hearts of his hearers. It is not by might or by 
power — man’s might and power — but by My 
Spirit, saith the Lord. The disciples would have 
been helpless without this power. They were to wait 
until the Holy Spirit came. 


2. “Ye shall be witnesses unto Me’. A witness is 


one who has seen and heard and so, from personal 
knowledge, can testify. He must also be willing to 
testify and tell the truth, the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth. They were to bear testimony to 
the fact of the resurrection of their Lord. He had 
been with them for forty days and they were to tell 
to others the story of His death and resurrection and 
His ability and willingness to forgive and save. This 
is still the business of Christians. There are various 
ways in which we can tell what Jesus means to us 
and has been to us. We can so live that our lives 
can bear testimony to the fact that we have been 
with Jesus. The world says, “I had rather see a ser- 
mon than hear one”; Let our lives be silent and 
powerful sermons for the world to see. But we must 
also speak a good word for our Master as we are 
given the opportunity. These early Christians went 
everywhere preaching the Word. A _ better transla- 
tion of “preaching” is “talking”. They talked about 
Jesus to their neighbors and friends and associates. 
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Let us not be ashamed to speak of Him. A word 
spoken at the right time in the right way may mean 
a soul won to Christ. May the Holy Spirit lead us 
in this sort of personal evangelism. Then we can 
pray. Keep a list of those whom you wish to reach 
and check off each name as God answers your prayers. 
The Holy Spirit will honor your prayers at the 
throne of grace. 


He does not draw any line between Home and 
Foreign Missions. They are to begin at home and go 
to the uttermost parts of the earth. This “Good 
News” must be carried to all the world. 


“This same Jesus . . . shall so come in like manner”. 
We firmly believe this glorious promise. His Second 
Coming is our “Blessed Hope”. Oh that today 
He might rend the heavens and come down! 


I wish to mention one fact which is very significant. 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, is mentioned along with 
other women, as being among the 120 who gathered 
in the Upper Room to pray. No remote hint that she 
was to be honored above the others. Not the remotest 
idea that the others were to pray to her or ask her 
to be an intermediary between them and Christ. 
The worship of Mary is idolatry. Let us keep the rec- 
ord in mind as we have it in the New Testament. 


“These all continued with one accord in prayer”. 
The secret of success is prayer. Billy Graham cru- 
sades succeed because thousands of Christians pray. 
The power of any church is prayer. These 120 prayed 
and the Holy Spirit came. Let us pray without ceas- 
ing and great things will happen in the church and 
in the world. 


The last part of this chapter tells of the choosing 
of Matthias to take Judas’ place. As we know from 
Matthew 27:5 Judas went out, after he had brought 
the money back, and hanged himself. “He went to 
his own place”. Judas left the place of honor and 
took the place of treachery. He chose for himself. 
We also go to our own place. What will that 


place be? 








A Venture in 
Long-Range Reporting 


The demand for extra copies of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal for June 17th. carrying the 
above named editorial by Dr. Bell has been so great 
that our supply of this particular issue is now ex- 
hausted. We have had many requests for reprints. 
We now have these in our four page (Journal page 
size) reprint along with the editorial entitled, “Cruci- 
fied for What?” The price: 25c per dozen or $2.00 
per hundred postpaid. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE. N. C. 














“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

L. W. Gratz, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


COURTESY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 


T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar-Prop. 


J. S. Hagins, Mor-Prop. KENTUCKY 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Everett C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 


J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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YOUNG PEOPLES 








YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 4, 1959 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The World Is In Our Churehyard 


Scripture: Acts 1:1-1] 

Suggested Hymns: 
“We've a Story to Tell to the Nations” 
“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” 
“T’ll Go Where You Want Me to Go” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Today is designated as World-Wide Communion 
Sunday. On this day Christian people all over the 
world have partaken of the Lord’s Supper. In doing 
this we not only symbolize our communion with the 
Lord, but also our spiritual fellowship with believers 
everywhere. Our theme for the year, “The World- 
Wide Witness of the Church”, is especially ap- 
propriate to this day. It is a good time to ask our- 
selves some questions about the applications we have 
been making of this theme. What have we done 
about the World-Wide Witness of the Church besides 
talk about it? What is our church doing to make 
Christ known throughout the world? Do we know 
what is being done? Have we tried very hard to find 
out? If we do know what is being done in our own 
church and through its ministry, have we sought to 
have a part in it? 


Several people have been asked to prepare and 
present reports that will show us how our own 
church is witnessing to the world. As we listen to 
these reports, let us be thinking of ways in which we 
can share in the work that is already being done. 
We may also be inspired to see new opportunities 
of service and witness. 


Suggestions for Reports: 


(We recommend that your reporters do some re- 
search of their own, so we are suggesting some pos- 
sible sources.) 


1. Is there a missionary, minister, or other Chris- 
tian worker in present service who has gone out from 
your congregation or community? If so, it would be 
wonderful to have that person report to you concern- 
ing his/her work. If the individual cannot appear in 
person, perhaps some close friend or family member 
would make the report in his stead. If neither of these 
plans proves practicable, perhaps someone could read 
letters which describe his work of witness to the 
Lord. 


2. Does your church support, in whole or in part, 
one of our Presbyterian foreign missionaries? If so, 
you will want a report on his work. Ideally you 
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would want the missionary to appear in person, but 
if this cannot be arranged, have someone read ex- 
cerpts from the circular letters which are sent by the 
missionary through the Board of World Missions. 
The World Mission Chairman of the Women of the 
Church can help you with the preparation of this 
report. 


3. If your church does not support a specific mis- 
sionary, write to the Presbyterian Board of World 
Missions, Box 330, Nashville 1, Tennessee for sample 
letters from the missionaries. You can use excerpts 
from these letters to prepare an interesting report on 
the personal lives and service of missionaries in dif- 
ferent fields and engaged in different types of mission 
service. Be sure to point out that the young people 
can share in the work of these missionaries by praying 
for them and by giving money for their support. 


4. Ask your minister for the most recent report of 
the Board of World Missions to the General Assembly. 
The first part of this report summarizes the labors 
and needs of the different fields. An interesting re- 
port can be prepared from this information. Perhaps 
a chart can be made showing the fields, population, 
number of missionaries, schools, churches, hospitals, 
etc. Make it clear to the young people that your lo- 
cal church shares in all this work through its support 
of the Board of World Missions. 


5. Look in back issues of church papers and maga- 
zines (especially the Presbyterian Survey) for interest- 
ing articles about missionaries and their work. Some 
of these articles and stories could be summarized and 
given as reports. 


Leader’s Conclusion: 

We have been reminded by these reports that our 
own prayers and contributions are very important 
to the World-Wide Witness of the Church. We can 
help to bear a telling witness just where we are. 
There can be no doubt about this, but we must also 
remember that people are still needed to bear the 
message of Christ to the world. Are our own ears 
open to the Lord’s call? Are we willing to answer if 
He calls us and to go where He leads? 








“I hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Company (incorporated under the law of the 
State of North Carolina) $.......................:0:000 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 


News of CHURCHES< 





——EE——E—_— 


Pastoral Changes 


Edward C. Thornburg from the 
Meadowbrook Church in Greenville, 
N. C. to the Bessemer Church in 
Greensboro, N. C 


John Thompson from the Williams- 
ton Presbyterian Church to Fer- 
nandia Beach First Church, Florida. 


Phil M. Cory, Fountain, N. C., to 
Mallow and Altamont Churches, Cov- 
ington, Virginia. 

Perry H. Biddle, Jr., from New 
College, Edinburgh, Scotland, to 


Graduate School, Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Va. 





Evangelist’s Itinerary 
Announced 


EVANGELIST WALT BROWN, 
PASTOR OF BRENT PRESBY- 
TERIAN CHURCH, BRENT, ALA- 
BAMA, AND EVANGELIST AS- 
SOCIATED WITH THE CHRIST 
FOR OUR TIME EVANGELISTIC 
ASSOCIATION, WILL BE FILLING 
THE FOLLOWING ENGAGE- 
MENTS DURING OCTOBER: 


OCTOBER 5 - 9, OAK GROVE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
FRANKLIN, KY. 


OCTOBER 18 - 23, FELLOWSHIP 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
CHARLESTON, S&S. C. 


OCTOBER 26 - 30, RELIGIOUS 
EMPHASIS WEEK, LEES JUN- 
~ COLLEGE, JACKSON, 





Dr. Oswald J. Smith of The Peo- 
ples Church, Toronto, has now re- 
turned from his tour in Europe and 
Great Britain. 


In Finland a huge tent seating 
some 5,000 was used and many peo- 
ple were compelled to stand. Many 
came forward to make decisions for 
Christ and nearly 300 volunteered 
for the Mission Field. Large mis- 
sionary offerings were received in 
the various campaigns in Finland for 
the missionary work of the churches 
that co-operated. 


In Stockholm a tent seating 3,000 
was used, but many hundreds had 
to be seated outside and listened 
over loud-speakers. There was great 
interest and much blessing as Dr. 
Smith preached. The meetings in 
Stockholm were under the auspices 
of Dr. Lewi Pethrus of the Fila- 
delfia Church. 


In Great Britain Dr. Smith 
preached in different churches in 


London for one week and then went 
to Carrubber’s Close Mission in Edin- 
burgh for the following week and, 
after that, to Enniskillen in Ireland, 
where he spoke at the Annual Con- 
ference that is held there for eight 
days. There was much blessing in 
these meetings, especially in Ireland, 
where the crowds broke all records. 
Souls were saved and many young 
people volunteered for the Mission 
Field. The missionary offerings were 
the largest ever received at the Con- 
ference. 


Dr. and Mrs. Smith had the privi- 
lege of visiting Buckingham Palace 
while they were in London, where 
they were most graciously received. 


They were away for seven weeks 
and every week counted for God. 
Now they are preparing to leave for 
Japan, Hong Kong and Honolulu. 
Dr. Smith is to speak at the Centen- 
nial Meetings which are to be held 
in Japan from October 1st to the 
25th. He would appreciate the 
prayers of God’s people as he under- 
takes this important assignment. 





Church Extension Report 
of August 1959 


Budget 

Receipts to Date 

Percentage of 
Annual Budget 

Balance Needed for 
Year 


$1,823,644.00 
578,422.13 


31.72 % 


1,245,221.87 


G. B. Strickler 
Treasurer 





World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1959 $4,530,000.00 
Received to date 2,238,399.32 
Percentage of Annual Budget 
received for 1959 49.81% 
Balance needed for 
1959 $2,291,600.68 





Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil, Au- 
gust 26, 1959 —On August 12, cen- 
tennial day for the Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil, two new buildings 
were dedicated by the North Brazil 
Mission in Garanhuns, Pernambuco. 


The first was an amphitheater at 
the Bible Institute of the North. The 
seats, made of brick and concrete, 
are arranged on the hillside below 
the main buildings of the Institute, 
overlooking the Institute farm. There 
are seats for some three hundred 
people in an inspirational setting; a 
place for conference meetings for 
young people, for pastors, for mis- 
sion evangelists and others. 


ae 

The other was the first wing of 
the new classroom building for the 
Fifteenth of November School. It 
is a single story, “T” shaped build- 
ing, with about 6000 square feet of 
covered area. This wing contains 
five classrooms of approximately 500 
square feet each, two larger class- 
rooms which will later be used as 
science laboratories, sanitary facili- 
ties, and a wide hall and covered 
area. As funds become available two 
additional wings will be added to this 
structure: one wing containing ad- 
ditional classroom space and a li- 


brary, the other housing adminis- 
trative offices. 


—, 





A building Committee of Missions 
is preparing plans for the construc- 
tion of a new primary building for 
the Agnes Erskine School in Recife. 
It is hoped that this building will 
be ready for use at least by the sec- 
ond semester of 1960, which begins 
about August 1. 





World Alliance of Churches 
18th General Council 
Message to Churches 


Sao Paulo, Brazil, July 27 - Aug. 6. 
Meeting in the city of Sao Paulo for 
the 18th General Council of the 
World Alliance of the Reformed 
Churches throughout the World hold- 
ing the Presbyterian Order, we, dele- 
gates, from 53 lands and “78 
Churches, found enriching fellowship, 
friendship and happiness in our com- 
mon faith and traditions, a treasure 
we should like to share with our own 
church people. 


We studied and discussed what it 
means that Jesus Christ is the Lord 
Who is among us as one who serves, 
and that we are called to serve Him. 
Our experience was that He, the liv- 
ing Servant-Lord, broke into, and cut 
through our meetings, our worship, 
our discussions and our conversa- 
tions, calling both the Church and 
world of today to repentance and re- 
newal. 


We have seen afresh that our com- 
mon Reformed tradition, with its 
stress on divine election of calling, 
gives us in Jesus Christ a vital in- 
sight into authentic human life and 
destiny. That tradition has held to- 
gether both the freedom and respon- 
sibility of men, giving Christian be- 
lievers the conviction that God has 
called them in Jesus Christ to a 
definite calling and task in the 
world’s life and history. 


Human life is “the theatre of God’s 
glory”, and He has called us each 
one to His great service as we find 
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our true life in Jesus Christ Who 
has inaugurated the new humanity. 
To be fully human and to enjoy full- 
ness of life, we have to be linked 
to God’s great purpose in Jesus 
Christ the Servant Lord. When men 
no longer have to be convinced about 
whether life makes sense, but only 
about what sense life makes, they 
are set free from self-righteousness, 
cynicism, and despair. They acquire 
instead an authentic allegiance and 
a steadfast purpose. They are given 
the freedom of His service. 


The obedient service of God’s peo- 
ple to the Servant-Lord came home 
to us at two particular points: 


1) The ecumenical responsibility of 
the Church. Viewed in the light of 
reconciliation, all forms, orders, tra- 
ditions and doctrines of the Church 
become subject to renewal. Jesus 
Christ Himself is the only criterion 
of the integrity of the Church, and 
He is only served when the Church, 
in every aspect of her life is subordi- 
nate to Him. The Reformed Churches 
must bear witness in ecumenical dis- 
cussions to Jesus Christ the Lord 
and Head of the Church. 


2) Our daily work. In our present 
tensions and divisions, we are called 
upon to proclaim and to make real 
to men that Jesus has given us back 
full and authentic humanity. Tor 
many, work today has become mecha- 
nized on such a scale, as apparently 
to deprive it of its human signifi- 
eance. This is true, whether men 
labour without technology or under 
its power. We believe that the secret 
and power of Christ’s reconciliation 
must be imaginatively and steadily 
related to the conditions under which 
men labour. Then life becomes per- 
sonal and work fully human. 


We would call our fellow-Chris- 
tians everywhere to an_ obedient 
working-out in all their church life 
as in their daily life in the world, 
of the call of the Servant-Lord to us, 
His servant people. 


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all. 





ALABAMA 


Montevallo —(PN)— Vernol R. 
Jansen, Jr., a Mobile attorney, has 
been elected president of the Ala- 
bama Synod Presbyterian Men’s 
Council. 


Jansen was elected at the annual 
meeting of the group held recently 
at Alabama College in Montevallo. 
More than 500 Presbyterian laymen 
attended the two-day conference. 


Other officers elected were A. J. 
Coleman, Decatur attorney, and 
Clark Hereford, Huntsville sales 
manager, both vice presidents, and 
Gene Thornley, Tuscaloosa attorney, 
secretary-treasurer. 


J. W. Baldwin, president of the 
Men’s Council of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., gave the keynote address to 
the conference on the subject “My 
Church’s Witness.” 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta, Sept. 2 —(PN) Gordon 
A. Hanson of Winston-Salem, N. C., 
has been named the first Secretary 
of the Division of Homes and Chris- 
tian Welfare for the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. Mr. Hanson, whose 
appointment was announced today 
by Dr. P. D. Miller, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Board of Church Ex- 
tension, will begin his duties early in 
September. 


“Mr. Hanson comes to the new 
Division from a position as clinical 
social worker for the Veterans Ad- 
ministration Regional Office in Win- 
ston-Salem,”’ Dr. Miller stated. “He 
will take charge of the development 
of this new service agency for the 
entire General Assembly. It func- 
tions under the Board of Church Ex- 
tension, and is designed to provide 
advisory help to the 83 presbyteries 
and 16 synods of the Assembly. It 
will not undertake to administer any 
homes or institutions itself,’ Dr. Mil- 
ler explained. 


Presbyteries and synods of the 
Presbyterian Church are expanding 
their efforts to provide homes for 
the aging, for orphans, and for others 
who need special ministry through 
the Church. Research, library and 
advisory services will be provided 
to these organizations of the Church 
by Mr. Hanson’s Division. 


The New Division was created in 
1958, and its initial stages of de- 
velopment have been under the guid- 
ance of Dr. Alan Keith-Lucas of 
Chapel Hill, N. C., a member of the 
Board of Church Extension, and a 
teaching specialist in the field of 
social work. 


Mr. Hanson holds an A.B. degree 
from the University of North Caro- 
lina, and he also took a master’s de- 
gree in social work from the famed 
School of Social Studies at UNC. 
He has been with the Veterans Ad- 
ministration since 1957. Mr. Hanson 
is married to the former Miss Ella 
Rose McEachin of Red Springs, N.C., 
and the couple have three children, 
Dianne 10, Larry Gordon 8, and 
Gregory Arthur 3. 





Atlanta —(PN)— The Rev. Fred 
R. Stair will take up the duties of 
pastor of the century-old Central 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta in 
mid-September. He has been since 
1953 the pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Hickory, N. C. 


Mr. Stair is a graduate of David- 
son College and received his B.D. and 
Th.M. degrees at Union Theological 
Seminary in Richmond, Va. 


He was chairman of the Standing 
Committee on Christian Relations of 
the General Assembly in 1958. 


The Atlanta church issued a unan- 
imous call to Mr. Stair on Aug. 9 
and he presented his request to dis- 


relationship in 
Concord Presbytery 


solve the pastoral 
Hickory to 
Aug. 24. 


Mr. Stair is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stair, Sr., of Atlanta. 


Mrs. Stair is the former Miss 
Martha Jean Osborne, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Osborne, also of 
Atlanta. The Stairs have two chil- 
dren, Mary and Tom. 





Balnicky Elected Chaplain 


MINNESOTA 


St. Paul —(PN)— The Rev. Rob- 
ert G. Balnicky, pastor of McCutchen 
Presbyterian Church of Union, S. C., 
was elected Aumonier National (Na- 
tional Chaplain) of the 40/8 at the 
American Legion national convention 
here last month. 


The 40/8 is an honorary group 
within the Legion which holds special 
meetings and presents the Legion’s 
views on state and national issues. 


He was listed in Who’s Who in 
the South and South West in 1959, 
is a 32nd Degree Mason, and has 
held a number of positions of leader- 
ship in the Legion. Presently he is 
serving his second term as Chairman 
of Evangelism in Enoree Presbytery 
and as a member of the Synod of 
South Carolina Evangelism Com- 
mittee. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Orange Presbytery through a 
Commission, of which Dr. Ben F. 
Brown was chairman, organized the 
Vandalie Presbyterian Church in sub- 
urban Greensboro on August 30th. 
There were sixty four charter mem- 
bers of whom twelve were received 
by profession of faith and baptism. 


The following were elected and in- 
stalled as Elders: Dr. J. A. High- 
smith, Messrs. Walter Clark, K. N. 
Kirkman, Jr., G. T. Leary, C. C. 
O’Brien and Jack Donnell; six Dea- 
cons were elected, ordained and in- 
stalled: Messrs. D. L. Cobb, Joe 
Lawson, Royce Pugh, Roger Smith, 
E. N. Harvell and H. F. Motsinger. 
Three trustees were elected: Messrs. 
Jack Donnell, Roger Smith and J. 
W. Register. 


This organization is the outgrowth 
of a Chapel sponsored jointly by the 
Alamance Church and the Church 
Extension Committee. It was begun 
on the first Sunday in January of 


this year. Dr. Ben Brown has 
preached there until Mr. Mac Foust, 
a Seminary Student, came to assist 
him for three months. Dr. Brown 
has been asked to continue until a 
pastor is secured. 


A five-acre site on a command- 
ing location has been secured for a 
building. Until that is constructed 
the congregation plans to continue 
its services in the Vandalia School. 
Vandalia is the eighty third Church 
of Orange Presbytery. 
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Montreat — Four modern prob- 
lems challenge today’s college grad- 
uates. 175 professors from 73 insti- 
tutions heard these problems listed 
as: vast new frontiers opened 
through international travel and com- 
munications; the complexity and in- 
terdependence of modern life; the 
great upsurge of world population; 
and the revolutionary climate in the 
world today. 


Dr. John Mosley, president of Aus- 
tin College in Sherman, Texas, fur- 
ther told the educators, “At this 
crucial time of ideological conflict, 
the Christian scholar has a unique 
role of leadership to assume. Luck- 
ily, ‘Joe College’ has become a seri- 
ous student!” He further warned 
that Russia invests about 3 per cent 
of its national profit in education 
compared to America’s 1 per cent. 
The Texan spoke to the sixth annual 
Southern States Faculty Conference 
meeting here August 24 - 28. 


The conference jointly sponsored 
by the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
and the Methodist Church through 
their Board of Education in co-opera- 
tion with the Faculty Christian Fel- 
lowship, also heard Dr. Sam Wiggins 
of George Peabody College, Dr. Ro- 
land Frye of Emory University, and 
Dr. Myron Wicke of Southwestern 
University in Texas discuss “Educa- 
tion in a Changing World.” 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton, — An outstanding former 
student of Presbyterian College is 
returning this fall to join the PC 
faculty. 


He is the Rev. Thomas Stallworth, 
assistant pastor of the Rome (Ga.) 
First Presbyterian Church for the 
past 14 months, who will serve as 
assistant professor of Bible and 
Greek at PC. 


Stallworth received his B.A. de- 
gree from Presbyterian College in 
1955 after establishing a bright rec- 
ord which included president of the 
Student Christian Association, cadet 
commander of the ROTC unit, a 
student councilman for three years 
and a member of the Dean’s List for 
scholastic achievement for’ three 
years. 


After leaving PC, Stallworth at- 
tended Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary, receiving his bachelor of di- 
vinity degree from that institution 
in June, 1958. He went directly 
from there to the Rome Church. He 
also is a chaplain in the U. S. Army 
Reserve. 


Stallworth was married to the for- 
mer Miss Mary Hopkins of New 
York in 1956, and they have a young 
son. He plans to move his family to 
Clinton around September 1 and is 
scheduled to supply the pulpit of the 
First Presbyterian Church for the 
morning service of September 6 in 

the absence of Dr. Redd Turner, 


TENNESSEE 


Death of the Rev. Jas. O. Revis 


Nashville —(PN)— The Rev. 
Overton Reavis, 86, retired Presby- 
terian minister who served for many 
years with the old Executive Com- 
mittee on Foreign Missions, Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., died August 22. 


Dr. Reavis was found dead of a 
heart attack in his hotel room Satur- 
day afternoon, but was believed to 
have died in his sleep some hours 
earlier. 


Dr. Reavis had retired from active 
service with the missions committee 
in 1943, but had preached in churches 
on many occasions since that time. 
He had served the Church for more 
than a half century as minister, mis- 
sions executive, and theology pro- 
fessor. 


He was ordained in 1900, and 
served two years at the First Pres- 
byterian Church in Louisville, Ky. 
and served three years as pastor of 
the First Church, Dallas, Tex. After 
six years with the Foreign Missions 
Committee he became pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Colum- 
bia, S. C. in 1911, and began teach- 
ing at Columbia Seminary. He con- 
tinued missions committee work part 
time. 


He also found time while at Co- 
lumbia to take a two-year law course 
at the University of South Carolina 
and was admitted to the Bar Associa- 
tion in 1914. He returned to Nash- 
ville in 1920 as Secretary of the Mis- 
sions and held that post until his 
retirement. 


A native of Monroe County, Mo., 
he held a B.A. from Westminster 
College; and an M.A. from both 
Westminster and New York Univer- 
sity. He held B.D. degrees from 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary and 
Princeton Seminary; he earned his 
L.L.B. at the University of South 
Carolina; his D.D. was awarded him 
by Austin College and his L.L.D. by 
Presbyterian College. 





TENNESSEE 


Knoxville — (PN) — Knoxville 
Presbytery has awarded a $184,200 
contract to an Oneida, Tenn., con- 
struction firm to build a Presbytery 
Camp. 


The camp site will be on Watts 
Bar Lake about 12 miles south of 
Kingston. It will be ready for use 
in the summer of 1960. 


In addition to a diningroom-audi- 
torium there will be three units in 
the camp. Each unit will include 
five cabins. 


The churches of Knoxville Presby- 
tery have donated or pledged more 
than $250,000 for the project. 
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THE INTERLINEAR GREEK. 
ENGLISH NEW TESTAMENT. 
Nestle Greek text with a new literal 
translation by Rev. Alfred Marshall, 
D. Litt. Marginal text of the Author- 
ized or King James Version. Harper 


and Brothers. $8.00. 


This book is a must for the busy 
minister who is unable to read the 
Greek text without help. Attractively 
printed on india paper, this small, 
compact volume (7%” high; 5” 
wide; 144” thick) is by far the best 
of the interlinear Greek-English New 
Testaments. Dr. Marshall’s_ inter- 
linear English translation is literal 
and honest, though the Greek and 
English languages being what they 
are, there are places where one will 
disagree with him. The King James 
translation is printed in the margin 
for easy comparison. 


There is a foreword by J. B. 
Philips, the well known translator of 
the New Testament; and a valuable 
introduction by Dr. Marshall. The 
critical apparatus given in the margin 
and footnotes of other editions of 
Nestle’s Greek New Testament are 
not included in the present volume. 


—James D. MacKenzie 





I FOUND GOD IN SOVIET RUS. 
SIA. John Noble. Capital Church 
Publishers. Price $2.95. ; 


This is the truly thrilling story 
of an American captured in Ger- 
many during the war and eventually 
sent to the dreatl Arctic slave-labor 
camp, Vorkuta. 


John Noble found Christ during 
the first year of his imprisonment in 
the notorious Dresden prison. Later 
he found fellow believers in Buchen- 
wald. Then in the Siberian camp he 
found hundreds of believers, men 
who were willing to risk even basaber 
punishment for the sake of joining 
In services of worship and praise. 


Here we have living evidence of 
the truth that the Gospel is not 
bound. In this book we find the 
story of those who found that spirit- 
ual resources are available despite 
all that man may do to the contrary. 


This reviewer has met and talked 
with John Nobel. Few today have 
passed through experiences such as 
he and later lived to tell the story 
to a free but jaded world. 


For a book to inspire the heart 
and warm the spirit we recommend, 
“IT Found God in Soviet Russia’. 


* May be ordered from the office 
of the Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal, Weaverville, N. C, 
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DAILY MEDITATIONS FROM F. 
B. MEYER. Good News Publishers. 
50c. 





The 63 pages in this book repre- 
sent a condensation of Dr. Meyer’s 
well-known work on “Daily Medita- 
tions.” The 60 separate messages, 
the simple form of compilation, and 
the clear readable type make it easy 
to start reading at any time and at 
any place. This work is designed to 
lead believers into closer fellowship 
with Christ. 




































































THE DOCTRINE OF THE 
PROPHET. A. F. Kirkpatrick. Zon- 
dervan. $4.95. 


Dr. Kirkpatrick was Regius Pro- 
fessor of Hebrew of Trinity College, 
Cambridge. This volume contains 
the lectures delivered upon the Foun- 
dation of Bishop Warburton in the 
Chapel of Lincoln’s Inn during the 
years 1886-1890. 


The object of these lectures is to 
give some account of the work of 
the prophets in relation to their own 
times; to show, letting each of them, 
as far as possible, speak for himself, 
the contribution made by each to the 
progress of revelation; to point out 
the unity and variety, and variety in 
unity, of their teaching, testifying 
alike to the one divine Source from 
which their inspiration was derived, 
and to the diversity in the human in- 
struments through which He willed 
to communicate His message. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Kirkpatrick, the 
prophets of God “speak what they 
have heard from God and the proph- 
et of God is nothing else but the 
enunciator of the words of God to 
men.” 


Dr. Kirkpatrick points out that it 
was a function of Prophets to pre- 
pare for the coming of Christ not 
less than to predict it; and nothing 
can produce a firmer conviction of 
their divine mission, than the con- 
sideration of the way in which they 
were raised up from time to time to 
meet the actual needs of great crises 
in the history of Israel, as well as 
to point forward to the great pur- 
pose of the ages. The study of the 
prophets, insists the author, increases 
the conviction of their supernatural- 
ness. To all who desire a more real 
understanding of the prophets, we 
commend this book. Such readers 
will gain a firm conviction that the 
utterances of the prophets are in 
very truth no mere writings of men 
but the words of God. 

—John R. Richardson 




















































LEVITICUS. Andrew A. Bonar. 
Zondervan. $5.95. 







| The book of Leviticus is one of 
Hthe neglected books of the Bible. 
|Many think of it as a product of the 
past that has no relevance for the 
Christian for the present. Dr. Bonar 
soon dispels this idea. He confesses 
jin the preface that the reading of the 
Jbook refreshed his own soul as he 

















read it. He believes that the Chris- 
tian will profit by examining both 
sides of the veil, now that it has been 
rent. The author comments, “The 
Holy Spirit surely wishes us to in- 
quire into what He has written; and 
the unhealthy tone of many true 
Christians may be accounted for by 
the too plain fact that they do not 
meditate much on the whole counsel 
of God. Experience as well as the 
word itself, will lead us to value 
very highly the habit of deeply pon- 
dering the discoveries of the mind 
of God given in all parts of Scrip- 
ture even the darkest. Throughout 
this commentary the truth that saves 
and the truth that sanctifies is set 
before the reader in a variety of 
aspects according as each typical rite 
seemed to suggest. It may thus be 
useful to all classes of persons. And 
what if some of the house of Israel 
may here have their eye attracted 
to the Saviour while giving heed to 
the signification of those ceremonies 
which to their fathers were signposts 
in the way of life.”” Dr. Bonar there- 
fore, presents in this commentary 
truths which may be called “the Gos- 
pel according to Leviticus”. 


Ministers and Sunday School teach- 
ers who are interested in presenting 
the truths of Leviticus would do well 
to invest in this book now published 
by Zondervan under the title “‘Classic 
Commentary Library”. We especially 
recommend it as being valuable for 
an interpretation of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews and a deeper under- 
standing of the high priestly work of 
Christ. 





TRAPP’S COMMENTARY ON 
THE NEW TESTAMENT. John 
Trapp. Zondervan. $6.95. 


John Trapp was a clergyman of 
the Church of England. He was born 
near Worcester in 1601. He was 
educated at Oxford and later served 
in the field of education and as a 
— during the civil war in 
1643. 


The first edition of the New Testa- 
ment Commentary was issued in 
1656. The style is that of the learned 
scholar of the mid-17th century. His 
writings are spiced with literary 
flourishes, Latin quotations and fre- 
quent phrases in Greek and Hebrew. 
Trapp’s theology is Calvinistic. 


This brilliant writer is recognized 
as one of the ablest and most scin- 
tillating of the Puritans. Spurgeon 
once said of Trapp, “He who shall 
excell Trapp had need to rise very 
early in the morning. Trapp is my 
especial companion and treasure.” 
The author’s robust common sense 
and vigorous thought make interest- 
ing and helpful reading. 

—John R. Richardson 





THE STORY OF THE CHURCH. 
A. M. Renwich. Eerdmans, pp. 222, 
price $1.25, 1958. 


Here is much in little, precious 
things in a small package. The 
distinguished professor of the Free 
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College has put us all in his debt 
by this able treatment of the story 
of the Church. Though brief, every 
page shows signs of a_ thoreugh 
grasp and a careful selection of the 
subject matter. We covet for the 
book such a wide usage that its au- 
thor will be encouraged to write a 
more complete treatment of the his- 
tory of the Church. 


—Wnm. C. Robinson 





THE JEHOVAH WITNESSES 
— E. J. Axup. Greenwich. 


Many today are deceived by the 
claims of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Dr. 
Axup attempts in this book refuta- 
tion of the peculiar deceptive creed 
of the Witnesses by a point-by-point 
comparison with the Bible. For those 
who believe that the best answer to 
error is the plain teaching of the 
Bible, this book will be of tremen- 
dous benefit in dealing with the 
un-Christian tenets of the so-called 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. 





THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY AND 
HOME. Alexander C. De Jong. 
Baker Book House. 75c. 


The 70 pages in this volume deal 
with a big subject. The book is writ- 
ten to stimulate discussion among 
Christians about various facets of 
married life and family. Each chap- 
ter is designed to be a springboard 
for further discussion. Suggestive 
questions are listed at the conclusion 
of each chapter. This is a valuable 
little book for group study. 





VISIBLE GLORY. Fred Z. Browne. 
Greenwich. $2.50. 


Dr. Browne was trained at old 
Princeton and has devoted the many 
years of his ministry to preaching 
and teaching the Gospel. In this 
volume he undertakes to present the 
scriptural meaning of world events. 
With many things in the book, such 
as his love for Christ, his recognition 
of the full authority of Scripture, 
his confidence in the grace of God 
the reviewer is in hearty accord. 
But some of the conclusions are pre- 
dicated on the author’s dispensa- 
tionalism. The reviewer does not 
follow this interpretation of Scrip- 
ture and accordingly dissents from 
these conclusions. It is a pleasure 
to testify to the life and service of 
this venerable brother in Christ. 


—wW. C. R. 





FIFTY-TWO SERMON OUT. 
LINES ON THE TITLES OF OUR 
LORD. Rowley Hill. Baker Book 
House. $1.75. 


The titles of Christ teach much 
concerning His person, purpose and 
work. They have always been favo- 
rite subjects for sermons upon the 
part of both ministers and congrega- 
tions. Here are 52 Scriptural ser- 
mon outlines which will serve as a 
basis for a series of sermons on as 
many titles which the Bible uses in 
referring to Christ. 








Giving... and 
Receiving, too 


a: 


Under our Annuity Gift Plan, the Board of World Missions, in exchange for a 
specified gift, contracts to pay a definite sum semi-annually for life to the donor 
or to someone he designates. 


The rate of return from an Annuity Gift ranges from 3 to 7.4%, depending on 
the age of the annuitant. Payment—prompt and in full—is guaranteed by the 
Board of World Missions. In over fifty years operation of our Annuity Gift 
Plan, not a single annuity payment has been missed or deferred. 


Annuities may also be written to include a second person, and the survivor of 
the two will continue to receive the annuity payments. First one and then the 


other of the annuitants is thus assured a generous, steady income for the rest 
of their lives. 


After all obligations of the annuity agreement have been fulfilled, the money 
originally donated is used by The Board of World Missions to help spread the 
Gospel in foreign lands. 


For full information about Annuity Gifts and their uses, address 


CUREY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


7. 
RBoaRD oF WeRLD MISSIONS 


PressyTeRiAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


7) 


“To Foreign Missions a Snare’ 
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